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ABSTRACT  

This preliminary research project aims to capture the views 1.5 generation adolescent immigrants 

develop towards America as a “Land of Opportunity” before and after they arrive in the United 

States. Treating “Land of Opportunity” as a key expression of the American Dream, we 

investigate how various factors (family/neighborhood, peers, school/education, media, and 

language) may impact respondents’ change of perspective after their transition to a new country. 

Specifically, we surveyed and interviewed 1.5 generation immigrants from various racial groups 

attending an international high school in New York City. Both quantitative statistical and 

qualitative textual analysis was used to process the data collected. We found 1.5 generation 

adolescent immigrants, albeit with some degree changes, believe in the American Dream both 

before and after their arrival, contrary to the second-generation immigrants and American 

citizens who are becoming doubtful of the American Dream. We hope our research will provide 

another lens in understanding 1.5 generation immigrants’ cultural identification and integration 

into the United States.  

Keywords: 1.5 generation immigrants, American Dream, land of opportunity, cultural 

identification and integration 

 

BACKGROUND AND SIGNIFICANCE  

In The Epic of America, James Truslow Adams (1931:214-215) termed “American Dream” as 

“that dream of a land in which life should be better and richer and fuller for everyone, with 

opportunity for each according to ability or achievement”1. It has since become a signature term, 

                                                
1 This quote is retrieved on July 17, 2018 from 

http://www.barren.k12.ky.us/userfiles/1230/Classes/60080/synthesis%20assignment.pdf 
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envisioning America as a “Land of Opportunity” where everyone, regardless of birth or position, 

is capable of social mobility through hard work (Phelps 2017). Nevertheless, over the past 

century, understanding of what it means to achieve the American Dream has become distorted 

(Amadeo 2018).  

 

As present perception of the American Dream evolves more and more towards material and 

social success at the apex of society, gradually growing disbelief in the namesake becomes 

increasingly prevalent. With rising standards of what it means to achieve the American Dream, 

racial minorities, marginalized groups, and the working class of American society begin to lose 

hope that fulfilling such a dream is within their capabilities. The Great Gatsby Curve, released by 

the Obama White House in 2013, further reaffirms the positive relationship between the 

concentration of wealth in one generation and intergenerational social mobility (Vandivier 2013). 

Surveying the dire economic contractions in 2008, even former President Barack Obama 

questioned the nation’s once-glorious namesake, pronouncing a “continuing disaster” that 

equated to no less than “the American Dream in reverse” (Debusmann 2010). 

 

Researchers have examined trends in intergenerational mobility to see whether the United States 

is still a “Land of Opportunity”. For example, Chetty et al. (2017) found that the rates of absolute 

income mobility for those born in the 1980s have fallen sharply compared to rates for those born 

in the 1940s. This decline in income mobility, they argue, is an indicator of a fading American 

Dream. In addition, one of their earlier projects found that “children entering the labor market 

today have the same chances of moving up in the income distribution (relative to their parents) as 
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children born in the 1970s” (Chetty et al. 2014:141). Even as the economy rockets, chances of 

social mobility has remained fixed. 

 

But for a nation of immigrants, it is not only native-born Americans who are impacted by the 

supposed death of the American Dream (Phelps 2017). Instead, second-generation adolescent 

immigrants with connective ties to the influences of the native poor also develop an “adversarial 

stance” towards dominant white society, becoming skeptical towards the possibility of upward 

mobility in the face of discrimination (Kasinitz et al. 2009). A proposed correlation between this 

phenomenon and downwards social mobility in second-generations was termed the “second 

generation decline” by sociologist Herbert Gans in 1992 (ibid.). As a different gesture, we wish 

to orient our project towards the viewpoints of 1.5 generation adolescents on American Dream, 

as a first step toward understanding their potential identification, assimilation, and mobility in 

the American society.  

 

Given the US’s history of immigration, this research project on 1.5 generation adolescent 

immigrants is crucial. Ever since America first opened its doors to immigration, waves of fervent 

newcomers have poured into the US, pushed away from their home countries by war and 

persecution and attracted to a nation promising equal opportunity for all. Though we may view 

immigration as a process documented in history, it is nonetheless a process that continues to this 

day. Extensive research has been done on the intentions of immigrants, as well as the coming of 

age and incorporation of second-generation immigrants into the American society over the past 

few decades (see, e.g., Tran 2017). But with the evolution of US society and faltering belief in 

the American Dream, do present-day 1.5 immigrants hold the same hopes that had once 
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captivated their predecessors? And with integration into the reality of America, have they still 

held on to those same hopes? To answer the above questions, our project surveys 1.5 generation 

adolescent immigrant’s view development of America as a “Land of Opportunity” before and 

after arrival, as well as possible factors (such as family, neighborhood, friends, schooling, and 

media) that may shape their viewpoints.  

 

There are three reasons why we chose 1.5 generation adolescent immigrants as our object of 

study. First, adolescence is a crucial time during which teenagers form their own network of 

unique cultural backgrounds and identities that may sustain throughout their adulthood. Second, 

different from second generation adolescents, newly arrived 1.5 generations have already 

cultivated cultural mindsets in their native countries. Hence, immigration to the US during 

adolescence may split their preset identities and complicate their integration into the US society. 

Since the majority population in New York is composed of minority people and mostly 

immigrants who are playing a more and more significant role in the American society, it is both 

significant and imperative to better understand how newly arrived immigrants see America a 

“Land of Opportunity” while they gradually assimilate into the latter. Lastly and luckily, one of 

our team members, Malika Sawadogo, is a 1.5 generation adolescent attending a local school 

specifically for 1.5 generation immigrants. This advantage makes it practically possible for our 

team (Malika, and two Chinese students from Hong Kong and Mainland China) to reach out to 

potential survey subjects as well as connect more closely to our research.  
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DESIGN  

Research Hypotheses 

This project has two hypotheses. First, we assume 1.5 generation adolescent immigrants may 

develop a view towards America as a “Land of Opportunity” both before and after their arrival in 

the United States. We treat “Land of Opportunity” as a critical indicator of the American Dream. 

Second, we hypothesize that various factors may impact their view development towards 

America as a “Land of Opportunity”; our study explores how these factors would possibly do so. 

Put differently, our dependent variable is the view development of 1.5 generation adolescent, and 

the possible impacting factors are our independent variables. We decided on these factors 

through simplifying their social network experience into their interactions with 1) 

family/neighborhood, 2) friends, 3) school/education, 4) media, and 5) language. It is to be noted 

that this list is far from exhaustive, but for our project, we limited the independent variables to 

the above factors.     

 

Targeting Research Subjects 

To note, one of our team members, Malika Sawadogo, is a 1.5 generation adolescent attending a 

local school specifically for 1.5 generation immigrants. For the sake of convenience and 

feasibility, we targeted her school friends as our possible research subjects. As the website 

InsideSchools records, the school has around 370 students, and is composed entirely of 1.5 

generation immigrants (aged between 15-18) who arrived in the United States within the past 

four years. As the below graphs show, the students are from over 50 different countries and 

speak over 25 different native languages, which warrants a rich racial diversity for our project. 

Since it may not be easy to collect data in the summer holiday, we aimed to survey (online) just 
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ten students each of Asian and African race through convenience and “snowball” sampling. In 

addition, since a significant proportion of the students in the school are from Spanish-speaking 

countries in Latin America, we also hoped to reach ten Hispanics students. 

(Charts 1 and 2: Student Demographic and Language Information) 

 *Charts taken from the school webpage: http://ihs-us.org/about-us/#mission 

 

Data Collection Methods 

To collect data, we used online Qualtrics surveys as well as follow-up interviews with targeted 

subjects. The online surveys would hopefully generate quantifiable patterns whereas the follow-

up interviews would give us more details about how their viewpoints are formed. We sent emails 

to possible survey subjects through Malika’s social network, i.e., first sending it to her friends 

and then asking her friends to forward it to their friends in the school. Once we received survey 

responses, we read through each and identified a few unique cases for follow-up interviews. On a 

voluntary basis, we conducted interviews either face-to-face or through specific online 

communication platforms, and videotaped them upon consent. The semi-structured interviews 

are based on their responses to the survey and seek their further clarifications on certain points.  

 

http://ihs-us.org/about-us/#mission
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Survey Questions Design 

The survey contains 33 questions, starting with basic demographic questions like age, gender, 

race, and time living in New York followed by summative items on their belief development or 

change towards America as a land of opportunity before and after their arrival. Afterwards, the 

survey questions are divided into five blocks according to the pre-chosen independent variables 

of family/ neighborhood, friends, school/education, media, language, and others. Within each 

block, we include a few specific questions followed by a summative question like “in what way 

has this particular independent variable impacted your view towards America as a land of 

opportunity?” The answer choices are designed using a Likert scale rather than yes or no 

questions to increase response accuracy and diversity. In block 5, a few general questions like 

their plans after high school and future aspirations in comparison to their parents were asked, 

hoping to see whether they are “dreaming of success”, which Edmund Phelps (2017) views as 

the distinctive element of the American dream. The survey ends with an open statement box 

where the subjects were invited to put down a few sentences to describe their view development 

of America as a Land of Opportunity. With both information and opinion questions, we hope to 

gain a better understanding of their view development and the possible correlation between their 

views and factors. Before sending out the survey, we tried out the questions with Malika to make 

sure they are both culturally and ethically appropriate to ask and understand.  

 

EXECUTION AND ANALYSIS 

We collected data through online surveys and follow-up interviews throughout three days. In the 

process, we sent out a few reminder messages to ask friends to help fill out the survey. Our data 
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analysis unpacked below composes of quantitative survey interpretation and qualitative follow-

up interview analysis.   

 

Interpreting Surveys 

In contrast to our original target of collecting 30 surveys from 3 ethnic groups, our final research 

sample is composed of 25 survey samples with less control on various variables than we had 

initially intended, a constraint often seen of convenience sampling.  To quantify survey 

responses, we first standardized 5-point Likert scales with corresponding integer values, as 

shown in Table 1 below. This would allow us to apply statistical analyzation methods to our data 

and calculate measures of central tendency (mean, mode, and median).  

(Table 1: Survey Response Translation) 

Original 

Responses 

Extremely 

positively  

Somewhat 

positively 

Neither 

positively 

nor 

negatively  

Somewhat 

negatively  

Extremely 

negatively  

Numerical 

Interpretation 

2 1 0 -1 -2 

 

Table 2 below introduces the basic demographic information of our research subjects.  

(Table 2: Demographic Information of Subjects) 

Race Gender Number of 

Respondents 

African Female 5 
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Male 6 

Asian Female 6 

Male 2 

Hispanic Female 2 

Male 2 

Other (mixed) Female 0 

Male 2 

  Total: 25 

 

General Trends and Summative Analysis 

Regarding general trends, our research discovered that a large majority of respondents' parents 

came to America with partial to focal intention of seeking opportunity. Out of 23 applicable 

responses, 13 respondents expressed that “yes”, their parents had come to America to “realize 

their dreams”, while seven answered with “partly”. Despite the withering belief of native-born 

Americans in the American Dream, the attraction of the namesake appears to remain strongly 

present in foreign countries. Among them, only three respondents lived with the same parents 

before and after immigration, revealing a common characteristic of split families among 

immigrants. Most strikingly, we noticed that none of our subjects expressed disbelief in America 

as a "Land of Opportunity" in any given time, whether it was before or after arriving in the US. 

To investigate the possible influences behind this observation, we looked into the factors we had 

previously identified as our independent variables. 
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Working backwards, let’s first analyze our summative question: namely, we asked respondents 

to rank the factors of 1) Family/Neighborhood, 2) Friends, 3) Media, 4) Schooling/Education, 

and 5) Language in order from greatest to least in terms of the impact the factor has had in 

shaping his/her belief in the American Dream. A generalization of the entire study group, as 

shown in Figure 1 below, reveals the most influential factors to be ‘family/neighborhood’, 

‘schooling/education’, and ‘friends’, respectively.  

(Figure 1: Numerical Data Processing of Survey Respondents’ Top Three Ranked Factors) 

 

(*‘Column B' lists the survey response of 25 students in respective order. Numerical 

values of 3 (highest) to 1 (lowest) are assigned to each student's top-three ranked factors. 

Note that respondent #1 manually ranked ‘life experiences' as an influential factor, but 

this data was not counted as the response is a unique outlier. Respondents #8 and #24 did 

not respond to this question.) 

 

Besides, we found compelling trends when we re-organized the factor ranking data (Figure 1) 

into racial categories of African, Asian, Hispanic, and other (Figure 2). For Africans and 
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Hispanics, the top-ranked factor remained ‘family’, yet for Asians, ‘education’ became 

prioritized. 

(Figure 2: Numerical Data Processing of Respondents’ Top Three Ranked Factors by Race) 

 

(*Data was not analyzed for ‘Other’ respondents due to small sample size and inability to 

categorize “other” into a racial group.)  

 

Individual Factor Analysis 

In this following section, we will analyze data we collected targeting possible correlation 

between individual factors on respondents’ change in viewpoint towards America as a “Land of 

Opportunity”.  
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Question 1: How would ‘family/neighborhood’ impact 1.5 generation adolescent immigrants’ 

view toward America as a land of opportunity? 

When designing this section of this survey, we included questions on the ‘before’ and ‘after’ 

conditions of the respondents regarding their social status and neighborhood affinity. Through 

catching changes in the materialistic family background as well as their attitude towards a new 

neighborhood, we hoped to understand changes that could impact respondents’ understanding of 

the role family and neighborhood play in their lives. Following these contrast questions, we 

asked a final, direct question as to whether transitions in family background and neighborhood 

impacted their view towards America as a land of opportunity. 

 

Interestingly, we found a contrast between respondents’ impression of their social status and 

neighborhood before and after arriving in the US, and their evaluation of the impact this factor 

has had towards their view of America as a “Land of Opportunity”. In both cases, the average 

condition of the respondents decreased, yet the final opinionated measure of the impact of this 

factor showed an average increase of 0.60 towards positive belief.  

(Figure 3: Respondents’ Before and After Impression of Their Social Class) 
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(*Figure 3 above interprets social class on a scale from 1-5, with 1 = lower class and 5 = 

upper class. The average change from ‘Before' to ‘After' is approximate -0.52.) 

 

(Figure 4: Respondents’ Before and After Affinity to Their Neighborhood) 

 

(*Rating of Neighborhood Affinity for Figure 4 are on a scale of -2 to 2, with -2 = dislike 

a great deal and 2 = like a great deal. The average change from ‘Before' to ‘After' is 

approximate -1.16.) 

 

An apparent contradiction seems visible here: Survey subjects expressed overall disapproval 

towards their change in living conditions, and yet responded that this factor had an overall 

positive impact on their view towards America. Besides, family/neighborhood was ranked the 

most impactful factor (Figure 1). We believe that this phenomenon can be explained by the fact 

most of these immigrants are moving from a developing country to a developed one, and 

henceforth, they likely anticipated depreciation in social status. Mental preparation would result 

in less of a cultural shock. 

 

We further looked for contrasts between racial groups and found a direct correlation between 

average social class change and respondents’ rating of the factor’s impact with Africans and 

Hispanics have a relatively more positive view than Asians (results summarized in Table 3). If 
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we compare this data to the final factor ranking by race in Figure 2, we can see that the racial 

groups (Africans and Hispanics) that rated ‘family/neighborhood’ impact as more positive also 

ranked it as the most influential factor in their lives. One possible explanation could be that the 

interpersonal relationship aspect of family and neighborhoods outweighed negative material 

change for Africans and Hispanics.   

(Table 3: Impression of Social Class Change and ‘Neighborhood’ Impact by Race)  

 Social Class Change ‘Family/Neighborhood’ 

Factor Impact  

Average Rating 

‘Before’ 

Average Rating 

‘After’ 

Average 

Change 

Average Change 

African 3.45 3.18 -0.27 0.64 

Asian 3.25 2.00 -1.00 0.38 

Hispanic 3.00 2.50 -0.50 0.50 

(*The above data are average calculations from a 5-point Likert scale from 2 to -2, with 2 = most 

positive and -2 = most negative.)  

 

Question 2: How would ‘friends’ impact 1.5 generation adolescent immigrants’ view toward 

America as a land of opportunity? 

Under the survey block on ‘friends’, we asked whether respondents had friends from different 

ethnic groups both before and after immigration, and how easy or difficult it was for them to 

build interracial friendships. These questions were our indicators of 1.5 generation adolescents’ 

friendships amidst New York’s racial diversity. We wanted to see if there was a change in their 
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social life between now and back in their home country and if this played a role in changing their 

view toward America. 

(Figure 5: Interracial Friendship of Respondents’ Before and After Immigration)  

 

In our data, 9/25 respondents did not have interracial friends back in their home country, but all 

of the respondents did after moving to New York. When asked to rate the difficulty of building 

interracial friendships on a 5-point scale of -2 to 2 (-2 being ‘extremely difficult' and two being 

‘extremely easy'), our subjects responded with an average of 1.28. Moreover, no respondents 

regarded ‘friends' as a factor that negatively impacted their belief in "Land of Opportunity". 

However, the reliability of the above observations may have been decreased by a flaw in our 

research design: due to convenience sampling within the same international school, all our 

respondents are students often surrounded by 1.5 generation immigrants similar to themselves. 

On this basis, these adolescents may find it easier to connect with peers of different ethnicities, 

but their ease with interracial friendships is not representative of the situation in New York or the 

rest of the United States. 
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Question 3: How would school/education impact 1.5 generation adolescent immigrants’ view 

toward America as a land of opportunity? 

Under ‘schooling/education’, we asked respondents to rate their schooling experiences before 

and after arriving in New York, and how likely they thought they’d graduate. (The latter is a 

valid question as the graduation rate at this school is approximately 60%, with only about 30% of 

students going on to college.) Using these questions as indicator variables for education, we 

wanted to measure how possible change in education quality and future opportunity would affect 

their outlook on America. Our results are recorded in Figure 6 below: 

(Figure 6: Average Ratings of Schooling in Homeland (Before) and New York (After))  

 

(*Average ranking is based on a scale from 1-10, with 10 = highest. Margin of error from 

standard deviation is calculated with 95% confidence intervals.) 

 

Regarding general trend, the study group's average rating of schooling was higher for their 

schools back in their home countries than for the international school they attend in New York. 

However, overlapping error bars suggest the data fluctuates too much for the above statement to 

be valid. Furthermore, we were not able to control the quality of respondents' former schools in 



 

 

America as a Land of Opportunity?  

18 
 

comparison to the one they attend now, and their current New York school (with a 66% 

graduation rate) is not representative of the American education system. In the analysis by racial 

group, we also found that there was no net change between the ratings of ‘before' and ‘after' 

schools for African and Hispanic adolescents – only the Asian students rated their current school 

an average lower than their previous schools. 

 

Regarding their predictions of graduation, 80% of students selected “extremely likely” to 

graduate, while the remaining 20% chose “somewhat likely”. When the above data was broken 

down by race, we found that Asian students expressed unanimous certainty in graduating, 

followed by African students at 91% confidence and Hispanics at only 25%. (Please note that the 

small sample size of Hispanic students can skew data.)  

 

As with previous survey blocks, we ended this section with a summative question asking 

respondents to rate the impact ‘schooling/education' has had on their belief in "Land of 

Opportunity". The average rating of 1.52 correlates with an increased belief in the American 

Dream (Figure 7). Out of all the factors (family/neighborhood, friends, schooling/education, 

media) we separately inquired about throughout our survey, schooling/education had the highest 

rating/impact. Analyzing by race, school has a comparatively less positive effect on Asians' 

belief in the American Dream than Africans or Hispanics, but the overall impact remained 

positive. 

(Figure 7: Impact of ‘Schooling/Education’ Factor on Respondents’ Belief in American Dream)  
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(*The above rating is on a scale from -2 to 2, with -2 = Extremely negatively (I believe it 

less) and 2 = Extremely positively (I believe it more).) 

 

Question 4: How would media impact 1.5 generation adolescent immigrants’ view toward 

America as a land of opportunity? 

To target the influence of media (television, news, etc.), we asked respondents for their opinion 

on the Trump administration's recent zero-tolerance immigration policy and on how current 

politics affect their viewpoint on America. Though we only included one current events question, 

we designed it to include both practical and moral implications, and on a topic, that may connect 

more intimately with immigrant adolescents. Our results show an average -0.04 change in 

opinion of the "Land of Opportunity". Although the difference is too minuscule to support a 

directional argument, ‘media' was the only factor that garnered a net negative response from our 

respondents. 

(Figure 8: Impact of ‘Media’ Factor on Respondents’ Belief in American Dream)  
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(*The above rating is on a scale from -2 to 2, with -2 = Extremely negatively (I believe it 

less) and 2 = Extremely positively (I believe it more).) 

 

Question 5: How would language impact 1.5 generation adolescent immigrants’ view towards 

job opportunity in New York? 

We recognize how powerful languages can be in changing one’s life. In this portion, we asked 

respondents about their English proficiency before immigration, what languages they speak, and 

how whether they feel that being multilingual will help them find a job in New York. As there is 

too much variation in the language abilities of immigrant adolescents, we decided to exclude 

‘language' as our independent variables/factors. Nonetheless, we found that our respondents were 

fluent in an average of 2.16 languages, and 16/25 believed it was "Extremely likely" 

multilingualism would help them find a job in New York. Once again, we think that the previous 

statistics may only be applicable in a community as racially and culturally diverse as New York 

City, and not the entirety of America. 

 

Question 6: Do 1.5 generation immigrants believe in achieving social mobility?  

A final question in our survey indirectly targets 1.5 generations' view on achieving social 

mobility, a phenomenon we believe represents achieving the American Dream (Figure 9). 
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Therefore, in our project, we define the American Dream as an intergenerational improvement in 

socioeconomic status, and we merely asked respondents how they predicted they would do in the 

future compared to their parents now. Our findings are summarized below: 

1) All respondents aspired to attend college after high school graduation. 

2) 23 out of 24 respondents believed that they would do better than their parents, while one 

respondent thought he/she would do about the same as his/her parents. As this fits our 

definition of achieving the American Dream, we believe that 1.5 generation immigrants 

adolescents have faith in social mobility. 

(Figure 9: “How do you Think you Will do in the Future in Comparison to Your Parents Now?”)   

 

 

Follow-up Interview Analysis  

To gain a deeper understanding of the stories behind their view development and change, we 

targeted three survey subjects (two African girls and one Asian girl) each for a semi-structured 

interview upon their consent. We chose them because of their radical responses to the survey 

questions and also by the principle of convenience. Each interviewee experienced a different 
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transition in their ‘before' and ‘after' belief in the American Dream. Specifically, below are some 

excerpts we have selected from their interview transcripts:   

On family influence (family/neighborhood factor):  

“The factors that make me not believe in the American Dream is that when I came in US 

my family changed so I have to change also my dreams and follow what the parents want 

because they will say ‘we have been here for 14 years and we are older than you so you 

should do what we want’.” 

“My Dream Job is to be a doctor like my grandfather, who also used to be a doctor. He is 

influencing me a lot, I wanna help other people and also go back to my country and help 

people.” 

The above quotes are examples of both the positive and negative influences of family on our 

interviewers. Through these responses, we can further support our analysis from Table 3, and 

infer that interpersonal relationships are more powerful influences than materialistic change.  

On media:  

“Donald Trump are making some laws and for our parents that came here illegally not 

even having a Medicare, can be afraid and not let us pursue our dreams.” 

This quote shows how current policies may directly impact lack of belief in future aspiration in 

the “Land of Opportunity”.  

On identity and aspiration:  

“I see myself as an African because I know the African Culture. People might tell me 

Manda you need to act like an American I say no because I learn African culture and I 

have to be proud of it. Wherever I go I will tell around the world that I am African.” 
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“Of course I’m in 100% sure that I will do better than my parents that’s why I’m still 

tolerating everything and being here and continuing my studies.” 

From the above quotes (and open-ended survey responses), we can infer a lack of assimilation 

and split in cultural identity. Although second-generation immigrants may often struggle with 

who they are and who they want to be, our 1.5 generation interviewees were proud of their native 

cultures. Despite not blending into American society, they maintain their belief in the American 

Dream. 

 

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION:  

Overall, this project tested our two hypotheses that the view of 1.5 generation adolescent 

immigrants towards the American Dream would change over immigration, and that various 

factors would influence these changes. Despite certain dissatisfaction towards reality, we found 

that the 1.5 generation nonetheless maintained hope towards social mobility. Meanwhile, we 

would also like to acknowledge that our preliminary research results are only applicable within 

our identified study group and that various weaknesses in design limit generalization and leave 

much capacity for future research. 

 

Design Flaws and Possible Improvements   

One of our biggest flaws in data collection was lack of variable control (for example race, age, 

etc.). For this project, we chose to use convenience and snowball sampling for efficiency, but an 

improvement to design would be to use random sampling. Randomization in survey respondents 

would create a more representative study group of the target population as a whole. An 

applicable improvement to our project proposal would be to survey 1.5 generation immigrants 
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from various New York high schools to better understand the establishment of interracial 

friendships patterns. 

 

Due to small and unequal sample size, we were also unable to carry out a valid comparison of 

various racial groups. Although we were able to identify trends that differed peculiarly between 

African, Asians, and Hispanics, a more extensive study group would be crucial in reaffirming 

our observations. This project also limited survey respondents to three main racial groups, 

however, extending data collection to other ethnic groups would also generate a study sample 

more reflective of America as a "nation of immigrants". In small samples, single data points are 

also more likely to skew measures of central tendency and communicate misleading trends. 

 

Besides data collection, there’s also a lot of room for improvement on experiment design. 

Although we’d already designed our survey responses using 5-point Likert scales to increase 

response variability and specificity, we weren’t able to effectively run statistics tests such as Chi-

squared and standard deviation due to a combination of small sample size and lack of numerical 

diversity (all our survey responses translated into numbers within 5 integers of each other).  

 

Future Research  

Our ideal project proposal initially involved comparing the viewpoints of 1.5 generation and 

second-generation immigrants in New York, explicitly focusing on differences in their belief in 

the American Dream. Due to lack of time and resources, we were unable to carry out the 

comparative design, yet it remains a possibility for extended research. Through comparing 

adolescent immigrants of different generational status, we will not only be able to investigate 
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multicultural identity development further, but also reach a deeper understanding of how their 

unique identities play a role in shaping American society. 

 

Besides, we believe that future research could spark a connection between our project proposal 

and current events. Through looking from an adolescent immigrant's point of view, we could 

think more profound about the possible implications of future immigration reform policies. 

Through our study, we were exposed to various reflections of disappointment regarding racial 

profiling and discrimination. Perhaps more liberal and ethically-friendly policies are what the US 

needs to maintain the aura of the American Dream. 

 

Building off of past research on immigrant assimilation, extended research could also relate our 

focus on social mobility and the American Dream to the more prominent topic of the cultural 

identification and assimilation of immigrants into US society. Also, we're interested in 

investigating how the integration of adolescent immigrants and their defiant hope could reshape 

native-born Americans' views on the nation as a “Land of Opportunity”. 
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